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Teaching Suggestions 


Learning Goal: Students will learn what a parable is and how Jesus taught 
His word in parables to help his disciples, friends, and followers learn about 
Him, His love, and how to live for Him. 

These lessons and coloring sheets could be picked up at a moment’s notice 
and used for any need in any order! 

Send home the memory verse tickets at the beginning of the unit for the 
kids to memorize. At the end of the unit, have them recite it for a prize! 

Use the included child-friendly versions of the stories to teach. 

You could run the stories on the back of the coloring sheets to send home. 
To make the lamb coloring page more interactive, add cotton balls to the 
lamb. See examples included. 

When | teach the mustard seed lesson, | bring in a bottle of mustard seed to 
show them and let them touch. We also try to glue one down to their color 
page under the big tree. 

Bring cotton balls for the sheep pages on pages 13 and 14 for the kids to 
glue down. 

You can use the memory verse poster to hang in the classroom. 

Send the unit overview home with parents. 

Use the questions and answers after teaching or send home for parents to 
use at home. 


SCRIPT: Introducing parables to the children: 

As it’s the time of year where school is starting back, we think about meeting 
teachers, seeing friends, and all the many lessons and new things we will learn 
this year. This month we are going to focus on learning with Jesus. Jesus was 
the greatest teacher of all, and the Bible is filled with lessons that He taught 
the people while He was still on earth. Many of these lessons are called 
parables. A parable is a lesson in story form that Jesus told his disciples, 
friends, and followers to help them learn about Him, His love, and how to live 


for Him. 
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Unit Overview 


Dear Parents/Guardians: Please help your child prepare and review the material this 
month. Also, help him/her practice the monthly memory verse at the bottom of the 
page. At the end of the month, if he/she can say the memory verse, we have prizes! 


Lesson 1: Faith as a mustard seed 

Key Verse: “If your faith is as big as a mustard seed, you can 
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there.’ And the 
mountain will move. All things will be possible for you.” -- 
Matthew 17:20 


Lesson 2: Lost sheep 
Key Verse: Jesus said, “Rejoice with me. | have found my 
sheep which was lost.” --Luke 15:6b 


Lesson 3: Wise and foolish builders 
Key Verse: “The wise man built his house on rock.” -Matthew 
7:24 


Lesson 4: Candle stick 

Key Verse: “No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it 
in a secret place, neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick, 
that they which come in may see the light.” -Luke 11:33 


**Say your memory 
verse day!** 


MEMORY VERSE: Jesus, we know that you are a teacher sent from 


God. John 3:2 
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Monthly Bible Verse Tickets 


if Monthly Memory Verse | 
"A Jesus, we know that you 


if Monthly Memory Verse | : 
EX) Jesus, we know that you F 


are a teacher sent from 
God. John 3:2 


if Monthly Memory Verse | : 
"MU. Jesus, we know that you F 


are a teacher sent from 
God. John 3:2 


if Monthly Memory Verse ki : 
FU Jesus, we know that you F 


if Monthly Memory Verse | ` 
"U Jesus, we know that you F 


are a teacher sent from 
God. John 3:2 


if Monthly Memory Verse | : 
"MU. Jesus, we know that you F 


are a teacher sent from 
God. John 3:2 
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monthly memory verse. At the end of the month, if he/she can 
say the memory verse, we have prizes! 


Monthly 


|, Memory Verse 
| Jesus, we know 


| thatyouarea 

teacher sent 
from God. 

John 3:2 


Memory Verse 
Jesus, we know 


, that you area 
| teacher sent 


from God. 
John 3:2 
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Faith as a Mustard Seed 


Matthew 17:20 


One day Jesus was traveling back from a day with his disciples. They had been 
visiting together up on a mountain. On the way down, a man came to Jesus and 
bowed before him. The man said, “Lord, please help my son. He is sick with an 
illness called epilepsy and is suffering very much. He often falls into the fire or 
into the water. | brought him to your followers, but they could not cure him.” 
They couldn’t understand why they weren’t able to help the boy. So Jesus told 
them a lesson — or a parable to help them understand. This is the parable of the 
mustard seed. 

Jesus said to the crowd, “You lack faith and aren’t living a life that honors me. 
Bring the boy here.” Then, Jesus commanded the illness inside the boy to leave, 
and the boy was healed. Jesus was able to heal the boy because He is the great 
physician. Later, Jesus’s followers came to Him and asked, “Why couldn’t we 
force the sickness out of the boy?” Jesus answered, “You were not able to cure 
the boy of his illness because your faith is too small." If your faith is as big as a 
mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there.’ And the 
mountain will move. All things will be possible for you.” The men wanted to heal 
the boy, but they didn’t believe it was possible. But God is all powerful, so even if 
we have a small amount of faith, Jesus said all things are possible. 

Jesus wanted His followers to realize that even a tiny bit of faith, as small as 
mustard seed, can go a long, long way. Jesus didn’t heal a boy with mustard seed 
or move a real mountain that day. He wanted the people there and us to know 
that with Jesus’s help and through prayer and learning about His word, our faith 
can grow from something small to something great and we can do great things 
through Christ. That’s why only a tiny bit of faith can go a long, long way. 


Music Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=9cbkT2gOLMY 


Faith as a Mustard Seed 


1) What did the man need Jesus to do? Heal his son 
2) What was wrong with his son? He had epilepsy 


3) What did Jesus tell the crowd that they didn’t have enough 
| of? Faith 


4) Why couldn’t the disciples heal the boy? They didn’t have 
enough faith 


5) Did Jesus heal the boy? Yes 


| | 6) How much faith does Jesus say we need? Only as much 
faith as a mustard seed 


7) How big is a mustard seed? Very small 


J 8) What did the people learn from the parable? That even a 
small amount of faith can do great things in your life. 
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move. All things will be possible for you.” 
--Matthew 17:20 
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rom Tiny Seed to Tall Tree 


With Jesus’s help and through prayer and learning about His word, our 
faith can grow from something small to something great. Just as the tiny 
mustard seed grows into a big tree, so can our faith in Jesus. 
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A Lost Sheep is Found 


Matthew 18:12-14, Luke 15:1-7 


This week we are going to learn about another parable. Do you remember what 
|. a parable is? It's a story Jesus told to teach a lesson. 
One day many tax collectors and Pharisees came to listen to Jesus teach. These 

| were men who thought they were more important than everyone else, and they 
5 weren't very nice people. They were whispering about Jesus, and how He 
shouldn't eat and talk with sinners. The tax collectors and Pharisees thought that 
| they were better than everyone else. In fact, they didn't think they had to repent 
x or say sorry to God for their mistakes. But everyone is a sinner, and can ask 

| forgiveness. Everyone deserves to talk with Jesus and spend time with Him. So 
Jesus told the people a story, or a parable, to explain how much He cares for 
every single person. This is the parable of the lost sheep. 
e- Jesus said, “Imagine a man who has 100 sheep, but 1 of the sheep gets lost.” 
Do you think he will leave the other 99 sheep on the hill to go look for the 1 that 
is lost? I’m sure the one sheep that is separate from the herd is scared and maybe 
lonely. Jesus said, “The shepherd will certainly go to look for the lost 
sheep. When he finds it, he will carry it home. That shepherd is happier about 
that 1 sheep than about the 99 that were never lost.” In the same way, our 
Father in heaven does not want anyone to be lost and all alone. He wants us all to 
$ be with Him. Just like there was a big celebration over the one lost sheep that 
was found, there will be a much happiness in heaven when of us repents and 
accepts Jesus into his or her heart. 

In this parable Jesus wanted to teach us that we all have a place with Jesus, and 
like the shepherd with the lost lamb, Jesus will look for us and help us find our 
way to Him. 


Music video @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XGeQSLHi3w 
Animation @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iKnU6m1bFmc 


A Lost Sheep is Found 


| 1) What is a parable? It is a story Jesus told people to help them 
aS understand truths about the bible 


| 2) What is a Pharisee? A person who studied the bible but 
thought they were better than others 


"| 3) Did they like Jesus? Not really. They talked about Him behind 
aS His back. 
4) How many sheep did the shepherd in the story have? 100 


5) How many got lost? 1 


6) Did the shepherd go look for that one lost sheep? Yes 
7) Did he find it? Yes and he brought it home 


8) What did the people learn from the parable? That Jesus loves 
everyone of us, and He searched for us even when we are 
lost or have wondered away. He wants to bring us home. 
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A Lost Sheep is Found 


Jesus said, “Rejoice with me. | have found my sheep which was 


ost. 
--Luke 15:6b 
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A Lost Sheep is Found 


Jesus said, “Rejoice with me. | have found my sheep which was 
lost.” --Luke 15:6b 
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Directions: 


1) Color the Namė 
pieces of the : 
ל‎ One Little Lost Lamb 


and Here | Am 
"| was once lost but now I’m found." 
-Luke 15:24 


2) Cut along the 
edges of each 
circle. 

3) Cut out the 
triangle along 
the dotted 
lines to make 
an opening. 

4) The circle 
with the 
name line 
goes on top. 

5) Join the two 
pieces to 
complete the 
spinner with 
a brad. 
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Jesus’s Parables Activities 
Classroom Samples 


<< Lost 
Sheep 
Spinner 


s A Lost Sheep is stool 


Interactive 
Craftivity 
Coloring ii 
Sheet << == 
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Matthew 7:24-27 


This week we are going to learn about another parable. Do you remember what 
a parable is? It's a story Jesus told to teach a lesson. 

In this parable Jesus is going to teach us about two men who each built a 
house for himself. One man built his house upon rock. Think about what a rock is 
and what it feels like. It is very strong and sturdy. (Show students a rock if 
available.) The second part of this story is about a man who built his house on 
the sand. What is sand like? It is squishy and it moves when you walk on it. 
(Show students a baggie filled with sand if available.) After the two men built 
their houses, one day it began to rain. It rained hard and the water rose. The 
winds blew and hit the houses, but only one did not fall down. The wise man 
built his house on rock. When the rains came, that house did not fall because the 
house was built on rock. But the foolish man built his house on sand. It rained 
hard, the water rose, and the winds blew and hit that house, too. The house built 
on sand did not make it. It fell with a big crash. 

Jesus is like a rock. When we have Jesus in our lives it is like we are standing 
on a rock. We are not going to fall down when Jesus is holding us up. We have to 
rely on Jesus with every part of our lives. If we do rely on Jesus, He will not let us 
fall. The world is like sand. When we build our lives on whatever we want, but 
not Jesus, it is like standing on the sand. The foolish man’s house fell down when 
the storm came because he didn’t have a solid foundation. We build our lives on 
Jesus with a solid foundation by believing in Him, studying the Bible, and by 
coming to church to worship and praise Him. God is good and wants what is best 
for us. He wants us to build our lives on the rock because He loves us and wants 
to take care of us. We are stronger when we trust in Christ and give Him our 
lives. 


Music Video @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?vzyRhDi2aK5ac 


The Wise and Foolish Builders 


1) What were the men building? Houses 


2) Where were the men building their houses? One on a rock 
and one on the sand 


3) What is the difference between a rock and sand? Rocks are 
hard and sturdy and sand is squishy and moves around a lot 


4) When the storm came, which house stood still? The house 
built on a rock 


5) What happened to the house built on the sand? It fell down 


6) Jesus is like which item: rock or sand? Rock 


7) Why is Jesus like a rock? Because He is strong and sturdy in 
our lives 


8) Why did the foolish man’s house fall down? Because he built 
it on the sand and that wasn’t a firm foundation 


9) Who can be a firm foundation for us? Jesus 


10) What did the people learn from the parable? That Jesus is 
the one we should build our lives on and trust 
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-Matthew 7:24 


“The wise man built his house on rock.” 


The Wise and Foolish Builders 
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"He alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my 
defense; | shall not be greatly moved.” Psalm 62:2 
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This week we are going to learn about another parable. Do you remember 
what a parable is? It's a story Jesus told to teach a lesson. 


Luke 11:33-36 


In the very beginning of Genesis, the earth was dark. Then God said, “Let 
there be light.” From the beginning of time, God gave light to the world. Then He 
sent His Son to the earth to die for our sins so that we may accept Him into our 
hearts so that we may have His light shining from within us. One day Jesus was 
preaching a sermon, and He told a lesson about a candlestick to begin the 
sermon and explain how we are that light to the world. This is the parable of the 
candlestick. 

(Show the students a candle. Ask them to describe what a candle is used for.) 
When it’s dark at home or at outside, if a person had candlestick, he or she would 
light it to make the darkness go away, right? We wouldn’t hide it away so no one 
could see the light. (Light a candle if one is available.) 

Jesus said, “No one takes a light and puts it under a bowl or hides it. Instead, he 
puts the light on a lampstand so that the people who come in can see.” A light 
helps you to see. When we hear God’s Word, it brings light to the darkness of our 
hearts. Also, Jesus said, “Your eye is a light for the body. If your eyes are good, 
then your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are evil, then your 
whole body will be full of darkness. So be careful! Don’t let the light in you 
become darkness.” Praying, coming to church, and reading the Bible fill our eyes 
with the light of Jesus. Jesus said, “If your whole body is full of light, and none of 
it is dark, then you will shine bright, as when a lamp shines on you.” 

Jesus is the light from inside us, and Jesus says for us to be the light to the 
world. When we show love and kindness to others, they can see the light and 
love of Jesus through us. 


Music Video @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGzNxCCNyCO 
Music Video @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?vzyRhDi2aK5ac 
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Be a Light to the World 


What was the earth like at the very beginning? It was dark 


What did God do? He spoke the light into existence and gave 
light to the world 


What did God’s son do? He came to earth to die on the cross 
for our sins so we may have His light in us 


What did Jesus show the people on this day when He was 
telling a parable about light? A candlestick 


When we light a candle, do we hide it away? No, we let it 
shine so the darkness goes away 


What does Jesus say our eyes are like? A light to our body 
that are supposed to show Him and His love to others 


What makes the darkness go away? Light 


How can we show others our light? Loving them, telling them 
about Jesus 


) 
DAA AOA AOAAOAAAA A A @ A 4 A ZC Ga CG A G A י‎ 


Be a Light to the World 


“No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it 
in a secret place, neither under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick, that they which come in may see the 

light.” -Luke 11:33 
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This Little Light of Mine 


Jesus is the light of the world, and He puts the joy in us that 
make us shine brightly. The candle represents that light of 
Jesus. Jesus said to let that light shine. He didn’t want us to let 
it go out because of bad things that we do. Look at the pictures 
below of activities. Put a X on things that would make our light 
go out, and circle things that would make our light shine 
brighter. Luke 11:33 


Little Light Craft 


Directions: 

1) Color the pieces of 
the candle. 

2) Cut out three pieces. 

3) Glue the flame to 
candlestick (long 
rectangle with verse). 

4) Glue all those pieces 
to the backer piece. 

5) Put a small amount of 
glue in the flame, and 
then shake gold 
glitter on the flame. 

6) If available, glue a 


popsicle stick onto 
the back of the 
candlestick. 
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Little Light Craft 
Classroom Sample 


Candlestic 
k before 


Candle stick 
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About Me 


t 


Thank You 


| have taught English and journalism for over a decade. | have experience at the middle school, 
high school, and college level. Rural and suburban. Regular, honors, and inclusion. I also teach 
Prek-k in Children's Church and have taught K-2 in Awanas. | have worked as a CCSS ELA training 
specialist. | have a M.A. in English and an Ed.S. in Instructional Leadership. I’ve been a Common 
Core Coach for the state of TN, and have presented at numerous conferences, workshops, and 
trainings on various best teaching practices. Additionally, | have several articles published in 
national teaching journals. To me, my job is about teaching students to see, make, and 
appreciate real-world connections. The world around them is full of opportunity, and | want them 
to notice that and seize it. | want them not to just swallow information, but rather truly dissect 
and digest it to make informed decisions and choices. My teaching style is engaging, student- 
centered, collaborative, hands-on, critical-thinking inducing, fun, innovative, and standards- 
driven. | would love for you to FOLLOW MY STORE so you'll be notified when | add new items. 


